
Syllabus: THEA 301 
Technical Theatre 

MWF 11am – 12:10 

 
Instructor: April Beiswenger 
Office: Bush Art Center Room 166 
Office Phone: x2945 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 9 – 10:30am 
   And by appointment 
E-mail: april.beiswenger@snc.edu 
  
Required Texts: 
Stagecraft Fundamentals by Rita Kogler Carver 
Backstage Handbook by Paul Carter 
 
Other required supplies: 
A 25’ tape measure 
An architect’s scale rule 
Eye protection 
Ear protection 
A soft tape measure (that you buy in a craft store) 
Fabric scissors 
Pencils 
  
Course Description: 
This course is an introduction to the practical skills that go into the creation of 
theatre with a focus on the “behind-the-scenes” aspects of production. It will 
cover information on costume and scenery construction, implementation of 
lighting and sound designs, properties collection and creation, scene painting 
and finishing, and the application of makeup for the stage. This course is both 
theoretical as well as practical and will require participation in the theatre 
program’s productions. 
 
Course Goals: 

 The student will be able to identify, understand, and utilize the processes 
of technical theatre. 

 The student will gain an understanding of safety practices in all aspects of 
technical theatre. 

 The student will be introduced to the tools, materials, and equipment of 
technical theatre and how these elements can be used to realize theatrical 
productions. 

 The student will learn construction, artistic, and production techniques that 
will be used on the semester’s productions and class projects. 
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Course Expectations: 
I expect you to come to class prepared, willing and able to participate. Part of the 
class will be lecture and part will be practical applications of the concepts 
learned. We will be working with potentially dangerous equipment and materials 
and as such I expect you to be alert and focused when we are working in 
hazardous situations. We will be covering many different aspects of technical 
theatre and I expect you to actively participate in all areas. 
 
Professional Initiative: 
Part of your grade is dependant on your professional initiative. This means you 
are attentive, communicative, ready and able to work and participate in the class 
– exactly what would be expected of you in a professional setting. 
 
Dress Code and Safety 
You are responsible for wearing appropriate clothing for the class – closed toed 
shoes, no loose fitting jewelry, no loose fitting clothes, hair pulled back.  
You will also be getting dirty in this class. Please wear clothes and shoes that 
you do not mind getting paint or dirt on. 
You will be working with dangerous equipment. We will teach you how to use the 
machinery safely, but ultimately you are responsible for yourself. If you feel 
uncomfortable, ask. If you do not understand how to do something, ask. If you 
need us to go over something again, ask. I would rather explain a piece of 
equipment or a construction technique a thousand times than for you to get 
injured. 
Because the dress code and safety are so very important to working in the 
shops, dressing appropriately and using safe practices are part of your grade. 
We also reserve the right to eject you from the class for any rule infraction, which 
will affect your grade. 
 
Attendance: 
You may miss three classes with no penalty (although I suggest you do not miss 
any.) After three, any absences will lower your score by one letter grade. 
 
Schedule: (These dates can (and will most probably) change.) 
August 27     Discussion of syllabus 
      The tech theatre process 
 
August 29     Due: Chapter 6 Safety First 
      Shop safety/Bash intro/Scenic Process 
 
August 31     Due: Chapter 7 pgs 151-175 
      Scene shop and scene shop tools 
 
September 3     No Class 
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September 5     Due: Chapter 7 pgs 176-190 
      Scenic materials 
      Bash construction demo 
 
September 7     Scenic construction techniques 
 
September 10    Due: Chapter 8 
      Scenic elements 
 
September 12    Due: Scene shop project 

Scenic elements continued 
 
Go see Bash: September 13, 14, 15 at 7:30 in the Drama Room. Get ticket 
from April. 
 
September 14    Exam 1 
 
September 17    Due: Chapter 5 pgs 97-120 
      Drafting 
 
September 19    Due: Chapter 9 
      Paint 
 
September 21    Paint continued 
 
September 24    Due: Chapter 12 
      Costuming Equipment  
 
September 26    Sewing  
 
September 28    Fabrics 
 
October 1 Dyeing and painting (or set 

construction/painting MND) 
 
October 3     Due: Costume shop project 

Set or costume construction MND 
 
October 5     No Class 
 
October 8     Costume construction MND 
 
October 10     Costume construction MND 
 
October 12     Exam 2 
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October 15     Due: Chapter 11 
      Lighting 
 
October 17     Due: Chapter 10 
      Rigging 
 
October 19     Light Hang 
 
October 22     Light Focus 
 
October 24     No Class – Advisement Day 
 
October 26     Light boards and cue writing 
 
October 29     No Class 
 
October 31     Due: Chapter 16 
      Stage Management 
 
Go see Midsummer Night’s Dream November 2, 3, 8, 9, and 10th at 7:30 and 
4th at 2pm. 
 
November 2     Due: Chapter 13 
      Makeup 
 
November 5     Due: Makeup project 

Makeup 
 
November 7     Props 
 
November 9     Due: Prop project 

Props 
 
November 12    Due: Chapter 14 
      Sound equipment 
 
November 14    Sound systems integration 
 
November 16    Due: Sound project 

Sound 
 
November 19    Due: Chapter 15 
      Special Effects 
 
November 26    Exam 3 
 



 5 

November 28    Final project planning day 
 
November 30    Final project work day 
 
December 3-7    Final project work days 
 
December 10 2:15 – 4:15  Final project due     
 
Grading: 

Exam 1    200 
Exam 2    200 
Exam 3    200 
 
Final     200 
Class projects   150 
 
Attendance    25  
Professional Initiative  25 
Total :    1000 

 
Grade Distribution: 
A  = 930 – 1000   AB  = 880 – 929 
B = 830 – 879   BC = 780 – 829 
C = 730 – 779   CD = 680 – 729 
D = 610 – 679   F = 0 – 609 
 
How Project Grading Works:  
For the class projects, you will receive an assignment sheet that details the 
project requirements and point distribution. I will be grading on neatness, 
completeness, adherence to the assignment parameters, and project specific 
criteria. These projects are to ascertain your understanding of the practical 
information taught in this class.  
 
Academic Misconduct: 
You are expected to abide by the St. Norbert College Honor Code.  Cheating and 
plagiarism (including having others do your work) will result in disciplinary 
actions. 
Academic Support: 
“In keeping with the St. Norbert College mission to help students develop their 
full potential, and in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
College provides supportive services to students with disabilities. For more 
information, please visit the Academic Support Services Office located in Todd 
Wehr Hall, or contact Karen Goode-Bartholomew, Coordinator of Services to 
Students with Disabilities (Phone: 403-1326), or visit the website 
www.snc.edu/academicsupport/disabilities.html.” 
 

callto:+1403-1326
http://www.snc.edu/academicsupport/disabilities.html.%E2%80%9D

